
Stories of  Faith - Josephine Bakhita 

Annus Fidei 

It is by believing with the heart 
that you are justified, and by mak-
ing the declaration with your lips 
that you are saved. 

May the year of faith lead all be-
lievers to learn by heart the creed 
and to say it every day as a prayer, 
so that the breathing agrees with 
the faith 

 

The Profession of Faith 

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Vir-
gin Mary, and became man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic Church. I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world 
to come. 

Amen. 

Nicene Creed:  
the prayer for the year of  faith 

Mother Josephine Bakhita was born in 
Sudan in 1869 and died in Schio 
(Vicenza) in 1947.  

Mother “Moretta”. In Schio (Vicenza), 
where she spent many years of her life, 
everyone still calls her “our Black Mother”. 
Divine Providence guided the Sudanese 
slave through innumerable and unspeaka-
ble sufferings to human freedom and to 
the freedom of faith. 

In Slavery. Bakhita was not the name she 
received from her parents at birth. The 
fright and the terrible experiences she went 
through made her forget the name she was 
given by her parents. Bakhita, which means 
“fortunate”, was the name given to her by 
her kidnappers. Sold and resold in the 
markets of El Obeid and of Khartoum, she 
experienced the humiliations and sufferings 
of slavery, both physical and moral. 

Towards freedom. In the Capital of 
Sudan, Bakhita was bought by an Italian 
Consul, Callisto Legnani. For the first time 
since the day she was kidnapped, she 
realized with pleasant surprise, that no one 
used the lash when giving her orders; 
instead, she was treated in a loving and 
cordial way. Political situations forced the 
Consul to leave for Italy. Bakhita asked and 
obtained permission to go with him and 
with a friend of his, a certain Mr. Michieli. 

In Italy. On arrival in Genoa, Mr. Legnani, 
pressured by the request of Mr. Michieli's 
wife, consented to leave Bakhita with them. 
She followed the new “family”, which 
settled in Zianigo . When their daughter 
Mimmina was born, Bakhita became her 

babysitter and friend. Due to Mr. Michieli’s 
businesses in Suakin, on the Red Sea, Mrs. 
Michieli moved to Suakin to help her 
husband. Meanwhile, Mimmina and Bakhi-
ta were entrusted to the Canossian Sisters 
of the Institute of the Catechumens in 
Venice. It was there that Bakhita came to 
know about God whom “she had experi-
enced in her heart without knowing who 
He was” ever since she was a child. “Seeing 
the sun, the moon and the stars, I said to 
myself: Who could be the Master of these 
beautiful things? And I felt a great desire to 
see him, to know Him and to pay Him 
homage...” 

Daughter of God. After several months in 
the catechumenate, Bakhita received the 
sacraments of Christian initiation and was 
given the new name, Josephine. It was 
January 9, 1890. She did not know how to 
express her joy that day. From then on, she 
was often seen kissing the baptismal font 
and saying: “Here, I became a daughter of 
God!” 

Daughter of St. Magdalene. Bakhita 
remained in the catechumenate where she 
experienced the call to be a religious. On 
Dec 8th, 1896 Bakhita was consecrated 
forever to God whom she called with the 
sweet expression “the Master!” For anoth-
er 50 years, this humble Daughter of 
Charity, engaged in various services: cook-
ing, sewing, embroidery and attending to 
the door. When she was on duty at the 
door, she would gently lay her hands on 
the heads of the children who daily attend-
ed the Canossian schools and caress them. 

Her amiable voice, was pleasing to the little 
ones, comforting to the poor and suffering 
and encouraging for those who came at the 
Institute. 

Witness of love. Her humility, her simplic-
ity and her constant smile won the hearts 
of all the citizens. Her sisters in the com-
munity esteemed her for her inalterable 
sweet nature, her exquisite goodness and 
her deep desire to make the Lord known. 

Final test. During her agony, she re-lived 
the terrible days of her slavery and more 
then once she begged the nurse who 
assisted her: “Please, loosen the chains... 
they are heavy!” It was Mary Most Holy 
who freed her from all pain. Her last words 
were: “Our Lady! Our Lady!”, and her final 
smile testified to her encounter with Mary. 
Mother Bakhita breathed her last on Feb-
ruary 8, 1947 at Schio, surrounded by the 
Sisters. 
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Parish Events: sharing our faith 

From the Ecumenical Council Vatican II 

From the Catechism of  the Catholic Church  

I BELIEVE IN JESUS 
CHRIST, THE ONLY 
SON OF GOD  
 

The Good News: God has sent his Son 

422 'But when the time had fully come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.' This is 'the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God': God has visited his people. He has 
fulfilled the promise he made to Abraham 
and his descendants. He acted far beyond 
all expectation - he has sent his own 
'beloved Son'. 

423 We believe and confess that Jesus of 
Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of 
Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King 

Herod the Great and the emperor Caesar 
Augustus, a carpenter by trade, who died 
crucified in Jerusalem under the procurator 
Pontius Pilate during the reign of the 
emperor Tiberius, is the eternal Son of 
God made man. He 'came from 
God', 'descended from heaven', and 'came 
in the flesh'. For 'the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father. . . and from 
his fullness have we all received, grace 
upon grace.' 

424 Moved by the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and drawn by the Father, we believe in 
Jesus and confess: 'You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.' On the rock of this 
faith confessed by St. Peter, Christ built his 
Church.  

 

"To preach... the unsearchable riches 
of Christ" 

425 The transmission of the Christian faith 
consists primarily in proclaiming Jesus 
Christ in order to lead others to faith in 
him. From the beginning, the first disciples 
burned with the desire to proclaim Christ: 
"We cannot but speak of what we have 
seen and heard." It and they invite people 
of every era to enter into the joy of their 
communion with Christ: 

That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon and 
touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life - the life was made manifest, 
and we saw it, and testify to it, and pro-
claim to you the eternal life which was with 
the Father and was made manifest to us - 
that which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you may have 
fellowship with us; and our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. and we are writing this that our joy 
may be complete. 

 

At the heart of catechesis: Christ 

426 "At the heart of catechesis we find, in 
essence, a Person, the Person of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the only Son from the Father. . 
.who suffered and died for us and who 
now, after rising, is living with us forever." 
To catechize is "to reveal in the Person of 
Christ the whole of God's eternal design 
reaching fulfilment in that Person. It is to 
seek to understand the meaning of Christ's 
actions and words and of the signs worked 
by him." Catechesis aims at putting "people 
. . . in communion . . . with Jesus Christ: 
only he can lead us to the love of the 
Father in the Spirit and make us share in 
the life of the Holy Trinity." 

Ecumenical Service 

In January we hosted the ecumenical 
Service at the beginning of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity , the choir 
turned out in force and it was a peaceful 
and reflective Service followed by refresh-
ments. Attendance at the prayer meetings 
for Christian Unity in Bakewell was rather 
marred by the heavy snowfall. 

 

Young parishioners in focus 

We are continuing to focus on the young 
parishioners and on the last Sunday in 
January there was a Mass focused on the 

Faith in Bakewell 

In Advent we hosted the fourth meeting in 
the ecumenical series “Faith in Bakewell” 
Brian Cain gave a presentation on the 
work of the SVP and members of SVP 
joined in the discussion. Dr Pauline Love 
told us about the work of the MacMillan 
Service; Dr Lide Ellsworth talked about 
being a chaplain in the local hospitals and 
care homes. Then representatives from 
Helen’s Trust told us about the work of 
the Trust and ways of supporting it. After 
tea in the Narthex there was an ecumenical 
Taizé Service, led by our choir, which was 
well attended and very prayerful. 

young parishioners. The young people did 
the readings and led the bidding prayers. 
They gathered round the altar for the 
Eucharistic Prayer which was from the 
Children’s Liturgy. A core group of par-
ents and parishioners has been formed to 
help to coordinate this Mass each month. 

Tuning in for Lent 

We are now preparing for Lent and for 
Easter. There will be extra devotions and 
we are encouraged to contribute to the 
Lent Charity which is a Holy Ghost 
Fathers’ project in Tanzania. 

signs and wonders, but especially through 
His death and glorious resurrection from 
the dead and final sending of the Spirit of 
truth. Moreover He confirmed with divine 
testimony what revelation proclaimed, that 
God is with us to free us from the dark-
ness of sin and death, and to raise us up 
to life eternal. 

The Christian dispensation, therefore, as 
the new and definitive covenant, will never 
pass away and we now await no further 
new public revelation before the glorious 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ (see 
1 Tim. 6:14 and Tit. 2:13). 

6. Through divine revelation, God chose 
to show forth and communicate Him-
self and the eternal decisions of His will 

regarding the salvation of men. That is 
to say, He chose to share with them those 
divine treasures which totally transcend 
the understanding of the human mind.  

As a sacred synod has affirmed, God, the 
beginning and end of all things, can 
be known with certainty from created 
reality by the light of human reason 
(see Rom. 1:20); but teaches that it is through 
His revelation that those religious truths which 
are by their nature accessible to human reason can 
be known by all men with ease, with solid 
certitude and with no trace of error, even in this 
present state of the human race.  

 

Dogmatic Constitution, Dei Verbum 

4. ...after speaking in many and varied ways 
through the prophets, "now at last in 
these days God has spoken to us in His 
Son" (Heb. 1:1-2). For He sent His Son, 
the eternal Word, who enlightens all 
men, so that He might dwell among 
men and tell them of the innermost 
being of God (see John 1:1-18). Jesus 
Christ, therefore, the Word made flesh, 
was sent as "a man to men." (3) He 
"speaks the words of God" (John 3;34), 
and completes the work of salvation which 
His Father gave Him to do (see John 5:36; 
John 17:4). To see Jesus is to see His 
Father (John 14:9). For this reason Jesus 
perfected revelation by fulfilling it through his whole 
work of making Himself present and manifesting 
Himself: through His words and deeds, His 

But Jesus held his peace, And the high 
priest answered and said unto him, I 

adjure thee by the living God, that thou 
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the 

Son of God.  
 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: 

nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 

right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.  

Matthew 26:63-64 
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427 In catechesis "Christ, the Incarnate 
Word and Son of God,. . . is taught - 
everything else is taught with reference to 
him - and it is Christ alone who teaches - 
anyone else teaches to the extent that he is 
Christ's spokesman, enabling Christ to 
teach with his lips. . . Every catechist 
should be able to apply to himself the 
mysterious words of Jesus: 'My teaching is 
not mine, but his who sent me.'" 

428 Whoever is called "to teach Christ" 
must first seek "the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus"; he must suffer "the 
loss of all things. . ." in order to "gain 
Christ and be found in him", and "to know 
him and the power of his resurrection, and 
(to) share his sufferings, becoming like him 
in his death, that if possible (he) may attain 
the resurrection from the dead". 

429 From this loving knowledge of Christ 
springs the desire to proclaim him, to 
"evangelize", and to lead others to the 
"yes" of faith in Jesus Christ. But at the 
same time the need to know this faith 
better makes itself felt. To this end, follow-
ing the order of the Creed, Jesus' principal 
titles - "Christ", "Son of God", and 
"Lord" (article 2) - [are] presented. The 
Creed next confesses the chief mysteries of 
his life - those of his Incarnation (article 3), 
Paschal mystery (articles 4 and 5) and 
glorification (articles 6 and 7). 



Living our Faith through Liturgy 
Christ glorified . . . 

1084 "Seated at the right hand of the Father" 
and pouring out the Holy Spirit on his 
Body which is the Church, Christ now 
acts through the sacraments he institut-
ed to communicate his grace. The sacra-
ments are perceptible signs (words and actions) 
accessible to our human nature. By the action of 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit they make 
present efficaciously the grace that they signify. 
1085 In the liturgy of the Church, it is 
principally his own Paschal mystery 
that Christ signifies and makes present. 
During his earthly life Jesus announced his 
Paschal mystery by his teaching and antici-
pated it by his actions. When his Hour 
comes, he lives out the unique event of 
history which does not pass away: Jesus 
dies, is buried, rises from the dead, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father "once 
for all." His Paschal mystery is a real event 
that occurred in our history, but it is 
unique: all other historical events happen 
once, and then they pass away, swallowed 
up in the past. The Paschal mystery of Christ, 
by contrast, cannot remain only in the past, because 
by his death he destroyed death, and all that Christ 
is - all that he did and suffered for all men - 
participates in the divine eternity, and so transcends 
all times while being made present in them all. the 
event of the Cross and Resurrection abides and 
draws everything toward life. 
... from the time of the Church of the 

Apostles ... 
1086 "Accordingly, just as Christ was sent by the 
Father so also he sent the apostles, filled with the 
Holy Spirit. This he did so that they might preach 
the Gospel to every creature and proclaim that the 
Son of God by his death and resurrection had freed 
us from the power of Satan and from death and 
brought us into the Kingdom of his Father. But he 
also willed that the work of salvation which they 
preached should be set in train through the sacrifice 
and sacraments, around which the entire liturgical 
life revolves." 
1087 Thus the risen Christ, by giving the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles, entrusted to 
them his power of sanctifying: they 
became sacramental signs of Christ. By 
the power of the same Holy Spirit they 
entrusted this power to their successors. 
This "apostolic succession" structures 
the whole liturgical life of the Church and 
is itself sacramental, handed on by the 
sacrament of Holy Orders. 
... is present in the earthly liturgy ... 
1088 "To accomplish so great a work" - the 
dispensation or communication of his 
work of salvation - "Christ is always pre-
sent in his Church, especially in her liturgi-
cal celebrations. He is present in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass not only in the 
person of his minister, 'the same now 
offering, through the ministry of priests, 
who formerly offered himself on the cross,' 
but especially in the Eucharistic spe-

cies. By his power he is present in the 
sacraments so that when anybody baptizes, 
it is really Christ himself who baptizes. He 
is present in his word since it is he himself 
who speaks when the holy Scriptures are 
read in the Church. Lastly, he is present 
when the Church prays and sings, for he 
has promised 'where two or three are gathered 
together in my name there am I in the midst of 
them." 
1089 "Christ, indeed, always associates the 
Church with himself in this great work in which 
God is perfectly glorified and men are sanctified. 
the Church is his beloved Bride who calls to her 
Lord and through him offers worship to the eternal 
Father." 
… which participates in the liturgy of 
heaven 
1090 "In the earthly liturgy we share in 
a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy 
which is celebrated in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem toward which we journey as pilgrims, 
where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God, 
Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernac-
le. With all the warriors of the heavenly army we 
sing a hymn of glory to the Lord; venerating the 
memory of the saints, we hope for some part and 
fellowship with them; we eagerly await the Savior, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, until he, our life, shall 
appear and we too will appear with him in glory."  

The Liturgy - Work of The Holy Trinity, Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church 

Women of  Faith - St. Gianna Beretta Molla 

role in civil and political events. This, 
naturally, could only add to the importance 
and prestige of the Roman See. The fame 
of one particular episode in Leo's life has 
endured. It dates back to 452 when the 
Pope, together with a Roman delegation, 
met Attila, chief of the Huns, in Mantua 
and dissuaded him from continuing the 
war of invasion by which he had already 
devastated the northeastern regions of 
Italy. Thus, he saved the rest of the Penin-
sula. This important event was a memora-
ble and emblematic sign of the Pontiff's 
action for peace. Unfortunately, the out-
come of another Papal initiative three years 
later was not as successful, yet it was a sign 
of courage that still amazes us: in the 
spring of 455 Leo did not manage to 
prevent Genseric's Vandals, who had 
reached the gates of Rome, from invading 
the undefended city that they plundered for 
two weeks. This gesture of the Pope - who, 
defenseless and surrounded by his clergy, 
went forth to meet the invader to implore 

him to desist- nevertheless prevented 
Rome from being burned and assured that 
the Basilicas of St Peter, St Paul and St 
John, in which part of the terrified popula-
tion sought refuge, were spared. 

We are familiar with Pope Leo's action 
thanks to his most beautiful sermons - 
almost 100 in a splendid and clear Latin 
have been preserved- and thanks to his 
approximately 150 letters. In them all his 
greatness, devoted to the service of truth in 
charity through an assiduous exercise of 
the Word which shows him to us as both 
Theologian and Pastor. Leo, constantly 
thoughtful of his faithful and of the people 
of Rome but also of communion between 
the different Churches and of their needs, 
was a tireless champion and upholder of 
the Roman Primacy, presenting himself as 
the Apostle Peter's authentic heir: the many 
Bishops who gathered at the Council of 
Chalcedon, the majority of whom came 
from the East, were well aware of this. 

Leo was a Tuscan native. In about the year 
430 A.D., he became a deacon in Rome, 
where he acquired over time a very im-
portant position. In the year 440 his promi-
nent role induced Galla Placidia, who then 
ruled the Empire of the West, to send him 
to Gaul to heal a difficult situation. But in 
the summer of that year, Pope Sixtus III, 
died, and Leo was elected to succeed him. 
Having returned to Rome, the new Pope 
was consecrated in 440. This is how his 
Pontificate began. It lasted more than 21 
years and was undoubtedly one of the most 
important in the Church's history. Pope 
Leo died on 10 November 461 and was 
buried near the tomb of St Peter. 

The times in which Pope Leo lived were 
very difficult: constant barbarian invasions, 
the gradual weakening of imperial authority 
in the West and the long, drawn-out social 
crisis forced the Bishop of Rome - as was 
to happen even more obviously a century 
and a half later during the Pontificate of 
Gregory the Great - to play an important 

in the field of medicine-which she 
considered a “mission”-she increased 
her generous service especially among 
the “very young” and, at the same 
time, expressed her joie de vivre and 
love of creation through skiing and 
mountaineering. Through her prayers 
and those of others, she reflected 
upon her vocation, which she also 
considered a gift from God. Having 
chosen the vocation of marriage, she 
embraced it with complete enthusi-
asm and wholly dedicated herself “to 
forming a truly Christian family”. She 
became engaged to Pietro Molla and 
was radiant with joy and happiness 
during the time of their engagement, 
for which she thanked and praised 
the Lord. They were married on 
September 24, 1955, in the Basilica of 
St. Martin in Magenta, and she be-
came a happy wife. In November 

Gianna Beretta was born in Magenta 
(Milan) October 4, 1922. Already as a 
youth she willingly accepted the gift 
of faith and the clearly Christian 
education that she received from her 
excellent parents. She diligently dedi-
cated herself to studies during the 
years of her secondary and university 
education, while, at the same time, 
applying her faith through generous 
apostolic service among the youth of 
Catholic Action and charitable work 
among the elderly and needy as a 
member of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. After earning degrees in Medi-
cine and Surgery from the University of 
Pavia in 1949, she opened a medical 
clinic in Mesero in 1950. She special-
ized in Pediatrics at the University of 
Milan in 1952 and there after gave 
special attention to mothers, babies, 
the elderly and poor. While working 

1956, to her great joy, she became the 
mother of Pierluigi, in December 
1957 of Mariolina; in July 1959 of 
Laura. With simplicity and equilibri-
um she harmonized the demands of 
mother, wife, doctor and her passion 
for life. 

In September 1961 towards the end 
of the second month of pregnancy 
she had developed a fibroma in her 
uterus. Before the required surgical 
operation, and conscious of the risk 
that her continued pregnancy 
brought, she pleaded with the sur-
geon to save the life of the child she 
was carrying. The life was saved, for 
which she thanked the Lord. She 
spent the remaining seven months in 
incomparable strength of spirit and 
unrelenting dedication to her tasks as 
mother and doctor. A few days be-
fore the child was due, she was ready 

“Virtue is nothing without 
the trial of temptation, for 
there is no conflict without 
an enemy, no victory 
without strife.”  

St. Leo de Great. 
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Pope Benedict XVI says Mass for 65,000 
Catholics at Bellahouston Park, 17/9/10. 

to give her life in order to save that of 
her child: “If you must decided between me 
and the child, do not hesitate: choose the child 
- I insist on it. Save him”. On the morn-
ing of April 21, 1962, Gianna Eman-
uela was born. Despite all efforts and 
treatments to save both of them, on 
the morning of April 28, amid un-
speakable pain and after repeated 
exclamations of “Jesus, I love you. 
Jesus, I love you», the mother died. 
She was 39 years old. John Paul II 
canonized her on May 16 2004. 

Church Fathers - St. Leo the Great 
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activity.  

He not only started publishing a monthly maga-
zine –Rycerz Niepokalanów (The Knight of the 
Immaculata)– but, in 1927, he also established 
Niepokalanów (the City of the Immaculata), where 
over 700 friars, totally consecrated to Mary, 
devoted themselves to various evangelization 
activities, especially to the apostolate of the 
printed word.  

In 1930, moved by the desire to lead the whole 
world to Christ through Mary, he went to Japan to 
establish a second City of the Immaculata, Mugen-
zai no Sono, close to Nagasaki. Suffering from 
tuberculosis, he returned in 1936 to Poland and 
spent himself for the spiritual and apostolic 
development of Niepokalanów which had become 
the most prominent Catholic publishing house in 
Poland.  

In 1939, when World War II broke out, Niepoka-
lanów, damaged by bombs, was used as a hospital 

Raymond Kolbe was born on January 8, 1894, in 
Zdunska-Wola, Poland.  

Kolbe's life was strongly influenced by a child-
hood vision of the Virgin Mary that he later 
described: That night, I asked the Mother of God what 
was to become of me, a Child of Faith. Then she came to 
me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. She asked 
me if I was willing to accept either of these crowns. The 
white one meant that I should persevere in purity, and the 
red that I should become a martyr. I said that I would 
accept them both. 

Even though he was a lively and clever child, he 
felt drawn to follow the Lord and love the Immac-
ulata who had offered him two crowns: one white, 
symbolizing purity, and the other red, symbolizing 
martyrdom.  

As a young boy, he joined the Conventual Francis-
can Friars and received the religious name Maxi-
milian. Shortly after, he was sent to Rome to 
complete his studies in philosophy and theology.  
Polish by birth but universal in spirit he took 
inspiration from the most authentic Marian 
tradition of his Franciscan Order.  

On October 16, 1917, he established the Militia of 
the Immaculata, a public association of the 
faithful, which is international and universal. Its 
spirituality consists in living a total consecration to 
the Immaculata in order to attain, after her 
example, a more perfect union with Christ and in 
order to collaborate with her for the spreading of 
Christ's Kingdom in the world.  

Ordained a priest in 1918, Fr. Maximilian returned 
to Poland and began his ceaseless missionary 

and refuge for thousands of refugees, including 
Jews.  

Maximilian continued his press apostolate un-
til February 17, 1941, when he was arrested and 
imprisoned in the Pawiak prison, near Warsaw. 

On May 28, 1941 he was permanently transferred 
to the Auschwitz concentration camp, where 
inhumane conditions and hard labor awaited him.  
With his customary simplicity and determination, 
Maximilian, prisoner 16670, continued to be an 
instrument in the hands of the Immaculata in the 
midst of his fellow prisoners.  

Giving heroic witness to the Gospel of charity, he 
freely offered his own life for an unknown 
prisoner who had been condemned to death in the 
starvation bunker. His motto was “Only love 
creates.”  

After nearly two weeks of intense sufferings, he 
was killed by an injection of carbolic acid 
on August 14, 1941, the eve of the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven. On 
August 15, his body was cremated and his ashes 
were scattered to the wind.  

His holiness and his spiritual and apostolic legacy 
have since spread throughout the world.  
On October 10, 1982, John Paul II proclaimed 
him a Saint, as a Martyr of Charity.  

phone:  01629 640241 
e-mail:  all.saints.church@btconnect.com 
www:  www.allsaintshassop.co.uk 

One heart and one soul (cf. Acts 4:32) 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Fr OFM Conv (1894-1941). 

RC Parish of All Saints and English 
Martyrs, Diocese of Nottingham 

Saturday (where Sunday is 1st of month), 6:15 pm All Saints, Hassop 

Saturday (where Sunday is not 1st of month), 6:15 pm English Martyrs, Bakewell 

Sunday (where Sunday is 1st of month), 10:00 am English Martyrs, Bakewell 

Sunday (where Sunday is not 1st of month), 10:00 am All Saints, Hassop 

Sunday Masses 
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